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Car Accident Roleplay – Scenario 
 

A week ago, a collision occurred on a rainy afternoon just outside a petrol station on the main road 
between the capital and a satellite town. 

A BMW, driven by a successful businesswoman, was travelling north after a client meeting. 
A Škoda, driven by the 20-year-old son of a well-known politician, was leaving the petrol station 
after refuelling. 
The cars collided near the junction, blocking one lane of traffic for almost an hour. 

Both vehicles were badly damaged. The BMW’s front bumper, headlight, and wheel arch were 
crushed. The Škoda’s windscreen cracked, its wing mirror broke, and the young driver suffered 
minor neck pain. 
No one else was seriously injured, and both drivers passed breathalyser tests. 

Two witnesses gave statements that only partly agree: 
– the petrol-station employee said the BMW was driving fast, 
– a passing cyclist claimed both cars moved almost at the same time. 

The road surface was wet, visibility poor, and there is no Give-Way sign at the petrol-station exit. 

Today, a meeting has been called at the local police station. 
The police officer will lead the inquiry, and the insurance assessor will advise on financial 
responsibility. 
The drivers and witness may present their versions of events, but the final decision about fault and 
payment will be made jointly by the police officer and insurance assessor. 

At the end of the role-play: the Police Officer announces who was mainly responsible for the 
accident, 

the Insurance Assessor explains what each party must pay or what the insurance will cover. 
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Role 1 – BMW DRIVER (Businesswoman) 
Background (keep secret) 
You were driving home from a client meeting in heavy rain. You admit you were slightly above the limit 
(about 70 km/h in a 50 zone) but say the road looked clear. As you approached the petrol-station exit, 
a Škoda suddenly pulled out. You braked, but the cars collided. Your front bumper, headlight, and 
wheel arch are damaged. 

Goal 
Protect your reputation and prove the Škoda driver caused the accident. You want the insurance to 
cover your repair costs and not affect your business schedule. 

Useful collocations / phrases 

• right of way - heavy rain - skid marks - damaged bumper - repair estimate - insurance 
claim - lost time 

 

Role 2 – ŠKODA DRIVER (Politician’s son) 
Background (keep secret) 
You were leaving the petrol station carefully after refuelling. You think the BMW came far too fast for 
the wet road. You still have mild neck pain and headaches from the crash. Your windscreen is 
cracked, wing mirror broken, and your father/mother’s reputation could suffer if the media find 
out. 

Goal 
Avoid public attention and shift blame toward the BMW driver. You want full insurance cover for car 
repairs and medical costs. 

Useful collocations / phrases 

• wet surface - speeding vehicle - cracked windscreen - broken mirror - neck injury - 
medical costs - public image 

 

Role 3: Polic officer – chairs the meeting 
Background 
You arrived shortly after the crash. There were skid marks from the BMW’s tyres and no Give-Way 
sign at the petrol-station exit. 
Two witness statements partly agree: the petrol-station employee thought the BMW was driving 
fast, while a passing cyclist said both cars seemed to move at the same time. 
Both drivers passed breathalyser tests and showed no signs of alcohol use. 

Goal 
Lead the discussion, gather facts, and decide who was mainly responsible. Produce a short written 
report at the end. 

Useful collocations / phrases 

• witness statement - second witness - breathalyser test - traffic report - skid marks - 
assign responsibility - official report 
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Role 4 – INSURANCE ASSESSOR 
Background 
You estimate BMW damage = 45 000 CZK, Škoda = 35 000 CZK. If the BMW driver is at fault, her 
insurance covers both. If the Škoda driver caused it, his policy might not cover all costs. 

Goal 
Clarify liability and propose a fair settlement. 

Useful collocations / phrases 

• repair estimate - policy cover - compensation claim - liability decision - insurance payout - 
shared cost - valid policy 

 

Role 5 – PETROL-STATION WITNESS 
Background (keep secret) 
You were working behind the counter when you heard loud braking. You looked up and saw the 
BMW just before it hit the Škoda. It seemed fast, but the rain and poor lighting made it hard to judge. 
You know the petrol-station exit has poor visibility and customers often complain about it. 

Goal 
Describe what you saw clearly but avoid blame for unsafe road design. 

Useful collocations / phrases 

• slippery road - loud braking - poor visibility - sudden impact - petrol-station exit - wet 
conditions - unsafe junction 

 

 


