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(13) Slip swapping 

How to revise yesterday’s lesson 

Activity Milling around discussing the questions that the students 
have on slips of paper and swapping them. 

Timing 10–15 mis. 

Material Revision slips. There are some examples on the Versatile 
website: versatile.pub/slip-swapping. 

Introduction 
Slip swapping is an activity that can be used at the beginning of a lesson to revise 
what has been previously taught. The first time the students do this they are quite 
surprised that they have to recall information and they typically enjoy “co-
recalling” it with their partner.  

The activity can also be used to pre-teach vocabulary and prepare for skills work. 

Preparation 
• Create a set of question slips. Make the questions relevant to your current 

work. Note that in this activity we do not provide answers on the slips.  
• If the class is large, having duplicate slips is perfectly fine. The students are 

likely to meet the same questions from time to time anyway. They can 
answer them a second time more quickly, which they find rewarding. And 
the discussion with a new peer tends to shed new light. 

• It is useful to write questions on an A4 page first, photocopy it and save an 
uncut-up copy for later reuse. These can be kept with a note saying topic, 
group/class, date.  

Giving instructions  
The most effective way to give instructions to the students the first time they do 
this activity is to demonstrate it with one student.  

Ask a student to stand, give him or her a question slip. You have another. Tell the 
student that you are going to ask the question on your slip and that you will 
discuss it together. Then ask the student to ask you their question. You can 
discuss it or just say that this is what you will do. Then, make a big point of 
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swapping the slips and turning as if to find a new partner. 

Tell the students that they will all be talking with their ever-changing partners all 
the time, and they will be working in pairs only. 

Core activity 
Step 1. Ask the class to stand. Give out the slips, one to each student. 

Hopefully, there is space for them to mill about comfortably. Let them 
find a partner. 

Step 2. The students will discuss their Q & A and might even open their books 
to look for the answer. This is not to be discouraged – they are not 
being tested.  

Step 3. As they finish their little discussion, they swap their slips and each 
student moves on to another partner with their new question. 

Step 4. During this milling, the teacher circulates, monitors and offers help, 
suggestions and corrections as necessary. 

Step 5. When they have had enough time, close the activity by quietly 
collecting the slips. They will know it’s time to sit down. 

Step 6. At this point, you can ask the students if they have any questions 
about the questions. You can also highlight any of the problematic 
ones that you noticed while monitoring.  

Notes and adaptations 

Scene setting 
Slip swapping can also be used to ask questions that will be answered in a 
reading or listening that will follow. In this case, the teacher might do some scene-
setting before handing out the prediction question slips. Alternatively, the slip 
swapping activity might simply serve to set the scene and background. 

Inputting new information  
The activity can also be used to introduce new information. In this case, the 
answers will be provided on the slips so that the students can ask first and then 
provide each other with bits of information. This can be used as a way of pre-
teaching vocabulary. And it can be used to impart information about a topic, such 
as cultural information about an English-speaking country or information about a 
topic under discussion. 


